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Introduction
St. Isidore of Pelusium lived from 370 AD to 449 AD. He is known for a large collection of letters, or
extracts of letters, around 2,000 in number. He is venerated on 4 February.

While reading about these, | encountered a short fictional biography, or rather hagiography, printed
without translation by Morton Smith in an obscure journal in 1958. ? It is based upon four
manuscripts, the oldest of which is 12t century. This contains a number of lives of the saints, each
ending with a request imploring the saint to act on behalf of an unnamed emperor, whom an
acrostic indicates is Michael IV Paphlagonius (d. 1041), which must therefore be the period of
composition. One of these lives is a life of St Isidore of Pelusium, BHG 2209.

This file contains an English translation of Smith’s text. | have added an electronic version of that
text as an appendix, but without his apparatus.

The paragraphs in the edition seem to be those of the manuscripts. | have retained them, and
assigned them chapter numbers for convenience. Material in square brackets [] is added by me.

The paragraphs in the Greek context are usually a single sentence, composed of clauses connected
by semi-colons. | have broken these into shorter sentences.

Roger Pearse
Ipswich
28 March 2025

> Morton Smith (ed.), “An Unpublished life of St Isidore of Pelusium.” In EYXAPIZTHPION: TyunTikOG TOHOG £l
T 45etnpibL €émotnuovinfc Spacewg kal Tfi 35etnpidt Taktikiic kabnyeciag AMIAKA Z. AAIBIZATOY
(Eucharisterion: Thematic Volume In Honor of Hamilkar S. Alevisatos). Ed. by Gerasimos Konidaris. Athens:
Apostoliké Diakonia, 1958, 429-438. A copy may be found online at https://madalinatoca.com/isidore-
bibliography/.
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The Life and Conduct of Our Holy Father Isidore of Pelusium.

1. This divine Isidore, who was called marvellous in both life and word, and who shone in both
respects brighter than the sun, had Pelusium as his homeland; and this city was renowned among
those in Egypt; and from a devout root, a more devout offshoot sprouted, for from his earliest
youth, he immediately embraced virtue wholeheartedly; and he showed that he cherished this as an
inalienable possession always; and [he avoided] the things in which youth delights, generally being
averse to them; | mean childish games and youthful frolics; and the luxury that weakens the soul and
enslaves it to the pleasures of the flesh; and simply all the other things that hinder the mind from
understanding what is good; but the things that lead to perfect detachment and the highest
contemplation of divine things, these he embraced wholeheartedly; | mean self-control in all things,
and the finest education, which lightens the soul and lifts it to heavenly things; for having fallen in
love with wisdom, and having honoured her according to the divine precepts of Solomon, being
adorned and preserved by her, he was seen [to live accordingly] throughout his life; for the wise man
says, "Love her, and she will guard you; honour her, that she may adorn you, that she may place on
your head a crown of graces and protect you with a crown of beauty."?

2. Guided by these admirable exhortations and training himself, the admirable Isidore devoted his
entire mind to the pursuit of wisdom. He diligently studied all of divine Scripture, both the New and
also the Old Testaments, and mastered thoroughly the entire education of the Greeks. For those
who love elegance, this also is necessary, in order to illuminate and eloquently express the thoughts
of reason to those who receive what is said with goodwill, rather than with malice. Indeed, a truly
intelligent and wise person should not avoid all the teachings of the Greeks, but rather should select
from them and study them thoroughly. For even these [studies] can benefit the devout and God-
loving soul. Just as the teachings of the Church are of no use at all to the lazy and indifferent, due to
their inherent sloth and negligence, so too for the diligent and studious even external learning can
be most useful. Like a bee flitting among flowers and gathering the best from each, so too did the
great Isidore engage in the noble trade of knowledge from his youth until extreme old age,
becoming a living library. But why dwell on these matters when there are far greater things to
recount?

3. After this admirable man had attained sufficient knowledge, he turned towards to the monastic
life, fleeing the disturbances of the world as capable of harming [the soul]. He judged that it was
better to die to the world and to live for Christ,* and he left the city and settled in the ‘mountain’® of
Nitria. There, after spending considerable time in asceticism, the wise man truly practiced the
genuine philosophy.

4. Although the blessed one had chosen this solitary way of life, desiring to have God alone as the
witness of his virtue, he became well-known throughout Egypt. Indeed, he even became known to
the one who adorned the archiepiscopal throne of Alexandria. This great man was Athanasius, the
champion of the orthodox faith, and a valiant opponent of disreputable heresies. At his orders the

* Prov. 4:6, 8-9.
* Cf. Rom. 6:11.
>A place of solitude. 0pog: 1. Sinai in Genesis, the Mountain of the Transfiguration; 2. a place inhabited by
monks (Lampe).
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divine Isidore was enrolled in the priesthood of the church, in Alexandria, although reluctantly and
only after being persuaded by him.°

5. In this sacred duty, is there any need to state his devotion to virtue? What labour and sweat did
he not put in? He was above all a watchful eye, not just over his own affairs, but also for the
welfare of others, and more so for their needs than for his own. For he neglected his own interests
in order that others should benefit. This is why he wrote continuously wise letters to everyone. To
those nearby he gave instruction in person,’ urging them to do what was right. To those far away he
communicated through letters that could guide their souls, to bishops, priests, deacons, monks, and
nuns, to rulers and to the ruled; and to everyone alike, high and low, he spoke with equal love.

6. Sometimes he praised those who excelled in virtue, and exalted them in his writings; at other
times, he corrected those who went astray, with great wisdom and understanding. In all things he
showed a caring and God-loving spirit. But it was not possible for this blessed man, living so
virtuously, to escape the schemes of the evil demon. For how could it be otherwise, because that
devil exists and from the beginning opposes all that is good.

7. After the great Athanasius departed this life for his dwelling in heaven, and after his successors
[did likewise], the leadership of the church of Alexandria passed to Theophilus, the nephew?® of the
blessed Cyril>. What can be said that is equal to the great storm that he endured? To what severe
trials was he subjected? For the enemy, who was envious of the virtue of the God-loving patriarch®,
and trying to strip him of it, sowed hatred [in his mind] against this divine man. At the same time he
tried to hinder contentiously his God-pleasing and beneficial works. He turned Theophilus the
patriarch, who had been God-loving in all things before this time, into an enemy through his hostility
toward the great Isidore. The utterly wicked one prevailed so much that he even made Theophilus
expel from the priesthood one who was truly worthy of the heavenly altar, contrary to all justice and
reason.

8. This [affair], | believe, was like some kind of filthy stain rubbed onto the patriarch. Yet the truly
admirable Isidore did not argue or protest at all. Nor did he struggle against the one who fruitlessly
wronged him, and tried to harm him in every way, both by hand and foot. Instead, one might say, in
a manner worthy of himself, he returned from the Church to the mountain where he had previously
dwelt alone, and ascended again, deeming it unworthy for distress to ruin the tranquillity of his own
thoughts. At the same time, he did not wish to increase the judgment against Theophilus through
hatred toward himself, the disciple of the peaceful and gentle Christ. The attack of the wicked and
strife-loving devil became for him an opportunity for and voluntary contribution towards greater
virtue.

9. But even while dwelling “on the mountain,” and devoted to stillness, the blessed one took
thought to encourage everyone towards virtue to [the best of his] ability, even from afar. He knew
that this was the chief part of salvation. So he worked constantly, sending exhortations and

® Isidore was probably born in 370 AD, but Athanasius died in 373. This mistake indicates that the text cannot
be anywhere near contemporary to Isidore.

7 Lit. “spoke with a living voice.”

® This should read “the uncle.”

% st. Cyril of Alexandria.

19 9eddboc: The name “Theophilus” means “God-loving.”
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instructions through letters, and he never neglected to teach and urge everyone toward virtue. Day
and night, at every hour, he made this his concern, serving as a rule’ and a guidelinelz, so to speak,
placed in front of everyone, although he required rest due to old age, and rather needing assistance
himself because of his multitude of years. For his life was extended to nearly a hundred years. Yet
even in old age he flourished and showed energy in building up those near him.

10. Since it was necessary for him, as a man, to die, he fell into a brief illness, which was spent in
discourses of thanksgiving and salvation. Also there were the prayers of the assembled monks and
laymen to take leave of him in his final moments. Indeed too many to count gathered together,
asking for his prayers, and chanting hymns for his departure.

11. When, through the hands of God who gave him life, the blessed on entrusted his blessed soul
[to God], his honourable remains were laid in earth with a large escort and and great honour. [His
tomb] gushed streams of miracles for all who approached it in faith. The day of his departure® was
the fourth of February.

12. O Isidore, best of all priests and monks, wise and God-inspired, entreat Christ unceasingly to be
the guardian and protector of the realm for our orthodox emperor. Glorify him with the greatest
trophy monuments™ over our enemies. Grant him strength against every adversary, and to be the
mightiest hand in wars. And at the end, grant him the imperishable kingdom of heaven, mercifully
granting him forgiveness of sins (graciously releasing the chains of life’s transgressions), and the
divine enjoyment of a paradise of delight, which may we also enjoy, to His praise and glory, to
Whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

11 .
KAvVWwvV.

12 , , s
otabun, a carpenter’s line.

13 ™ . , . . .
o0 peyalou tedelwoewg, lit. “his great completion.”

14 .
TpoMaLov.
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Biog kai oAtteia Tob 00iov TATPOG NUWV lodwpou ToL
MnyAovcuwtov.”

1. 'O Bglog oUTOC 'loidwpog 6 Piw Te Kal Aoyw xpnuaticog Boupdotog Kai HAOU Kot
Aupotepa Aaubog @oadpotepov, matpida pev TO lMnAovolov €oxe: TOAG &¢ TOUTO
mepleavng TWv kat Alyurtov- e0oefolg &¢ pidng evoePéatepog KAGSOG ¢BAAOTNOEY, €K
TPWTNG Yap NAIaG €0BVG TAV &PeTNV BKPWG AOTIACATO: KOl WG AVAPAIPETOV KTANA
ToUTNV S1OAOL OTEPYwWV £8elkvuTo- 0i¢ pEV Xaipel vedTng W¢ Emimav &mexBavouevoc:
TASLAG Aéyw Kol TWOAOHOUE HELPAKLWSELG TPUPNAV TE TNV €KAVouvoav TNV Yuxny, kal
katadovhodoav Talg TAG oapkOg RSovalc Kal TEAAa 81 vt AMARG, TA éumpocbovvta
T VQ TPOG TNV ToD OVTWG KOAoD Katavonaly, & && mpog dkpav @epel amdbelav Kal
Bewplag Belag AkPOTNTA, TOVTWV OAOCXEPWC €0XEOUEVOC EyKpaTEING TAG KABOAOL PN,
kal maudetag apiotng ), TV Yuxnv Koveilel, Kal TPpOg oVPAVOUG AVAYEL Kl TX OVPAVLO:
coplag yap €paoBeic, kal TUANoAg aUTAV Kota TG Beliog VMoBnRkag To0d ZOAOUWVTOC,
KOOMOUUEVOG TAUTN Kol TNPOVHEVOG, Ttap’ OAov W@Bn Tov Bilov- €paabnTt ydp ot @notv
0 0oPHG, Kal TNPAOEL og- TiUnoov avThy, v og koounon- tva Sw ool aTéPavov Xapitwy,
oTeQAVW && TPLPAG LTIEPAOTTION TOV.

2. Kotd tatag toivuv 0 Baupaotog loldwpog Tag Baupaotag mopavessl pubpidwy
EUTOV, OOV ATNOXOAEL TOV VOOV TPOG THV CUAAOYNV TG copiog méoav pév Thv Beiav
ypo@ny, ¢UpeAQg SteAbwv, TV te GAANV Kot 6on Tod ToAatol Ypaupatog méoav 8¢ Kal
™MV TV EAMvwv maidevolv €ig Gkpov ékpeletioog €meldn kal Tawtng Xpela Tolg
@UOoKAAOLG, TIPOG TO SlopwTilelv Kal KOAWG ATayyEAAElY TX TOO Aoylopod Siavonuotor
TOlg PN @BOVW T& Aeyopeva, OAN svvoia SéxeaBatl Pouvlopévolg ovde yap mavta TX
EAMAVWVY  8el @evyely padripata TV Ayxivouv Kal GUVETWVY OVTWG AvOpwTwy: GAN
aipeloBatl péAAOV aUTd, Kal €l GKPOV EKUEAETAV- €EOV YOp Kal TOUTOL, WEPEAEloBal TOV
EUMEAR Kol @WUOBegov- womep yap Tolg pabupolg Kol Avamemtwkooly, ovde T& TAG
¢kkAnolag Stdaypata Avottedelv OAwg duvatal, Topd TNV oikelav Tévtwg vwBpeiav Te Kal
AUEAELOV- OUTW TOIG PLAOTIOVOLG Kal PAOAGYOLG, KOl T TV £EW PEPEL TL XPNOLLWTATOV:
HeAloong Tpomov wg &von meplimTapévolg aUTd, Kal AmavOl(opevolg TOUTWY T& KOAALoTO:
6 &1 TolV Kal 6 péyag ouToC laidwpog, Kail THY KaARY Eumopeiav TAG YWWOEWC €K VEAPBEC
oUTAG NAKIOG EUTTOPEVOANEVOC, BXPL YNPWE E0XATOU TOUTNG AVTECXETO: BIBALOOAKN TIg
Selkvipevog EuPuxog, GAAX T Ttepl TAOTA TOV AOYOV ATACXOARD TWV TIOPA TIOAL HEW(OVWVY
MN Aoyov TIBEpuevog;

3. Emel yap yvwoewg Kavg petéoxev 6 Baupdolog ouTog, Tpdg TOV povrpn Biov
ATIEKALVE: TOUG €V HEow BopUfoug wg PAATTEV SUVOUEVOUG PEVYWY, KOl TO VEKPWORVAL
KOOPW, Xplot® &¢ {Aoal CUUEPEPOV EOVTM KPIVOG TG KT TIOAY SlaTplag EKAmwy, TO
TAG viTpiag 6pog KaToAapBAver Tap' W Kol XpOVov AoKNoog €@’ ikavov, TV GAnbA
@ocopiav 0 coPOg OVTWG EPLAOCOPNTE.

> The paragraphs are as in Morton’s publication, but | have added chapter numbers for convenience.
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4. MMV kal TV GUKTOV TOTNV Slaywynv EAOUEVOG O HOKAPLOG, Kal Oedv poévov TAG
APETAG €XEV BouAdpEVOG HapTLPa, SAAOG LT aTOV TtdOL yiveTal Tolg Kat' Afyurttov, GAAX
81 Kal aT® TG TV APXLIEPATIKWV Bpdvwy TAC ANEEAVEPOL KOOHODVTL O UEYag OVTOG AV
ABavaolog, 0 TAg OpOBAG THOTEWE TPOUAXOG KAl TWV KOKOSOEWV alpéoswy Yevvalog
avtimoAog vt avTod Tolvuv O Belog ‘loldwpog, T TpeoPutepiw TAG €v AleEavdpeia
EKKANGOLOG EYKATOAEYETAL, MOALG PEV KOl BKWV, TIELOBELG &' 0LV OUWE oVTY.

5. ’Ev toivuv todTn TA lepwaoivn, Tl Sl Aéyelv donv ixe @povTida TAG GpeTAC oloig T
TIOVOLG £EXVTOV Kal I6pQaLv €££60T0; OPOBOAOIG OAWG WV, KAl Ui HOVOV Ta olkela, GAAX Kail
TV BAAWV TiEPL OKOTIWY, Kal TadTa PEAAOV i TA OIKELY; TIapEWP Yap TO £auTOD, TIPOG TO
TV BAAWVY CUPEEPOV- Sl TADTA VTW Ol CLVEXELG Kal co@al TIPOG TTAVTOG ETILOTOAL TOIG
€yyug pev yop @wvh won StoAsyouevog, TpAtTely UTeTiBel T Séovtar Tolg &¢ pakpav,
Talg Yuxaig Suvopevalg pubuilelv €motoAaic avTod OMA@Y- ETIOKOTIOL,, TIPECBUTEPOLG,
Slakovolg, povalouaotly, AoKOUPEVALG TTapBEvoLg, GpXOoUaLY, APXOMEVOLG Kol TIAOLV OUOoIlwG,
vYPnAoig Te Kal TaTevolg, €v lon TA TPOg TAVTAg AydTn SLIOAEYOUEVOG.

6. Kai moté pév dpetv katopbouvtag &I €maivwv ToloVpevog Kal Tolg ypAappaoy
¢kOelAlWV: TOTE 8¢ TANUUEAODVTAG, 0OPWG Ayav Kal ouveTtwg SlopBoluevog Kai Stk
TAVTWY SEKVUC TO KNOEUOVIKOV OHOD Kol @AOBgov- GAN' 0UK AV Gpa TAG €k ToD TTovnpoD
Saipovog EmiBouAdg Sadpdval TOoV pakaplov To0Tov, oUTW Blodvta KOAWG TG Yap €lye
SixBolog ékelvog €0, kail Ttaolv dpxnBev Tolg dyaboic wg TTovNPOG AVTIKEIUEVOG;

7. Emel yap tov péyav ABavaalov ékAsimovta tov tHde Biov, R év oVpavoig gixe Saywyn-
Kol META TOUg aUToD Sladdxoug, i Oeo@AoV TOV ASeAPIS00V ToD pakapiov Kupidov, i
TAC AAe€avdpéwv ekkAnoiag lepapxian katAvtnoes: Tl Sl Aéyelv (oov O péyag UTEDTN TOV
KAOSWVQ; 0loiG Te TEIPACUOLG XOAETIOWG TEPUTEMTWKEY;, O YA&p £€XOpdg Qo TR
natpldpxn thHg Tpooovong Ooviv ApeThg, Kal TaTNG dToyupuvwoal To0Tov {NTWV, Hloog
EUPBAAAEL BAOYLOTOV KaTd TOD Bgiov ToUTOL AVEPOC OHOD TE ATWV TWV BeapéoTwy Kal
KOWOPEAWV EPYWV KWAVOOL PAOVEIKQV- Kol Oed@AOV TOV TIaTPLAPXNY, PAOBsov dvta
TOV TPO TOU XPOVoV AmavTa, €Xx0pov ot KaBLoTWY, St TAG TPOG TOV peEyav loidwpov
amexOeiog katl TooolToV {oxLoEy O TTAPTIOVNPOC, WOTE KAl €K HETOV TOVTOV TAG EKKANGLOG
momnoacBat mopd mavta yap Sikatov 6 Oeo@hog Aoyov, €€wbel Tod mpeofutepiov, TOV
G&lov dAnBw¢ ToL dvw Buotlaotnpiov LTTGpPYOVTOL.

8. “Omep olovel T WG olpaL PUTIOC Te Kai KNALG, TPooeTpifn TQ TaTpldpxn: TARV O
Baupaotog T 6vTL loidwpog, ovk £pilwv AV BAGC 0V&E kKpouyddwy: o08E {uyopOX WV
mPOG TOV ASKElV pATNV PBouAdpevov, xepl kol Todl kai maol Tpodmolg PAATTEWV
TEEPWHEVOV: GAN w¢ &v glmolg €autold emaiwg TAG €KKANCloG €KOTAG €l O TO TPV
gudvaoev 6pog, kai abig Avépxetay, Gvaglov kpivag StapBeipsv €v {GAN TV €v yoArvn
TWV AOYLOPWV TWV oikelwv KLBEpVNOLY: Gua 8¢ kKol OO P od&ey TO Kpipa, TQ TPOg
oVTOV pioel BéAwv, 6 ToD gipnvikod kai tpdou Xplotod padntg kai yéyovev ot ) ToO
TtovnpoD kal @oTtoAépou Staorov émiBealg, peiovog apeTig dpoppn Kai émidoalc.
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9. AN katl év T Opel Slautwpevog, kKat TH novxia TPookeipevog, ToD TAPAKOAELY TTAVTOC
mPOG &petnV Kal Amwv, €i¢ SUvopy £PpPovTiley O HOKAPLOG KEPAAXLOV TOUTO TAG
owTtnpiog sidwe St To0To Kai aBIC ai St EMICTOADV TIAPAVEDELG Kol LTTOBAKAL SINVEKEG
nooav £pyov aUT®- Kai oudémoTe TOD SISAOKEWV Kol TIPOTPEMEWV TAVTOG €I APETHV
WALlywpNnoev- GAAX VUKTOG Kol NUEPag kal Wpag ekAoTng peAéTnv To0TO £TiBeTO- KAVWVY
oVTOG Kol oTABWUN €lTtely TTAOL TIPOKEIUEVOC: KaiTol Avéoewg St TO yApag Seduevog, Kat T(
EKAgAOLTEVAL T TIANBEL TV €TWV TOD XElpaywyolvTog PeAAov XpAlwv oTOG TEPLTIOU
YOp T EKOTOV €Tn oXedov, N wn aUTW TAPETAON- AAN' AKUale kKav TG YNPQ, Kal o@pLlyv
TPOG TNV TWV TIANGiov oikodopnv SedeikvuTo.

10. ’Emel &¢ kol teAevtdv aUtov wg GvBpwtiov €8gl, voow mepumintel Ppoaxele, QTG Elg
AOyoug eVxopLoTAPLOVG oUTW Kol editnploug AvaAwTo- GAAX Kol TIOPOKAACEL TV
OUVOPOAUOVTWY HOVAOTOV Kaib pyadwy, T& teAsutaio To0ToV domdoacBal toAol &¢ dpa
Kol &plOpoD kpeitToug cUVAABOV, TAG TOUTOU €VXAG ECALTAOOVTEG, KAl TOUC ¢006ioug TR
UVOUG ETTAOOVTEG,

11. ’Emel &6¢ kail xepol to0 6edwkdTOG O0D, TNV pakapiov oOTOD YPuxAv O HOKAPLOG
évaméfetor 16 Tiov awTtod AsiPavov, petd ToAAAG Sopupopiag Te kal TWAG TH YA
katatiBetar mnyag BAVlwY Baupdtwy, Tolg TPOoclolol Aol TUOTWG AUéPa &€ TAG ToD
MEYBAAOL TEAELWOEWC, ) TETAPTN TOD PePpovapiov.

12. AN\ Q TIGvTWV igpéwv Kai povaot@y akpobivioy, loidwpe co@é kai BedAnmTe: Xplotov
SuowTel Slamavtog, TR 6pBoSOEW AWV BacAel, PPoOVPOV elval TOD KPATOUG Kail QUAGKA:
peylotolg TtouTtov TOlg KaT  €xOplv  Tpomaiolg AoumpuUvovTIa: {oXUV  KATA TV
AVTIKOOLOTaPEVWY TIAVTWY Bpafsvovtar XEIpa KPATALOTATOV €V TOIG TIOAEHOLG LTIAPXOVTO:
adlappevoToV OVPAVIV  Paoelay, HETA TEAOG TIPOOVEUOVTO: QHOPTNHATWY OQUTW,
guoTAQYXVWG SL8OVTA TNV APECLV- AVOVTA OELPAG EVPEVAG TWV BLOTIKWV TIOPATITWOEWV:
mapadeioov TAC TPUPAG THV Belav amdAauov AG Kal AUEG doAaowey, €ig aivealy Kai
S6&av aToD: OTL A T® N SO&A €ig TOLC alWvag TWV atwvwv. Aunv.
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